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How Many Candles Do We Light on Chanukah? 
ִרין“ ַהדְּ ִרין ִמן ַהמְּ ַהדְּ  ”מְּ

 ]שבת כא:[
 

 

Jews worldwide light Chanukah candles for eight straight nights, starting on the 25th of 

the Hebrew month of Kislev. Common practice is to light one candle on the first night of 

Chanukah, and to add an extra candle on each of the subsequent nights. In order to 

appreciate the depth of this mitzvah, we must explore its Talmudic roots. 

 

In this learning session, we will take a comprehensive look at the mitzvah of lighting 

Chanukah candles, and examine a key passage in the Talmud that reveals the three levels 

of its performance. Through studying commentaries on the passage, we will uncover a 

major conceptual discussion that began in the twelfth century and continues to the present 

day. 

 

This shiur will address the following questions: 

• Who is the mitzvah of Chanukah candles fundamentally incumbent on? 

• What are the Talmudic, and conceptual roots of this mitzvah? 

• Why do we add an extra candle every day of Chanukah – as opposed to 

lighting just one every day, eight every day, or starting with eight and 

finishing with one? 

• Why is there a unique concept of “enhancing” (ִרין ַהדְּ  ?the Chanuka candles (מְּ
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1 – Basic Sources: Gemara 
 

We’ll begin with some basic background: 

 

Source 1. Talmud Bavli, Shabbos 21b – The Chanukah miracle. 

What is Chanukah? On the 25th day of Kislev, the 8-days 

of Chanuka begin, during which time it is forbidden to 

eulogize or to fast. For, when the Greeks entered the Holy 

Sanctuary they defiled all the oil that was there. And when 

the dynasty of the Hashmoneans grew strong and defeated 

the Greeks, they searched and found only one flask of oil 

with the stamp of the Kohen Gadol (High Priest) that had 

been set aside; and there was only enough oil to burn for 

one day. A miracle occurred and they lit [the Menorah] 

from this oil for eight days. The following year the Sages 

established these days for praise and thanksgiving. 

בכ"ה בכסליו יומי דחנוכה  מאי חנוכה

תמניא אינון דלא למספד בהון ודלא  

שכשנכנסו יוונים להיכל  להתענות בהון 

טמאו כל השמנים שבהיכל וכשגברה  

חשמונאי ונצחום בדקו ולא   מלכות בית

מצאו אלא פך אחד של שמן שהיה מונח 

בחותמו של כהן גדול ולא היה בו אלא  

להדליק יום אחד נעשה בו נס והדליקו 

ממנו שמונה ימים לשנה אחרת קבעום  

 ועשאום ימים טובים בהלל והודאה.  

 

The basic story of Chanuka, and the miracle of the oil, as outlined by the Gemara, is well 

known. 

 

Aside from being days of “praise and thanksgiving”, the Rabbi’s enacted an actual, 

tangible mitzvah for the Jewish people to perform during these Holy days:   
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Source 2. Shabbos 21b  

The Rabbis taught:  

1. The mitzvah of Chanukah: a candle, for a man and his 

household. [One candle should be lit every night, and one candle is sufficient for a man and 

his entire household. Rashi] 

2. Those who enhance the mitzvah (ha-mehadrin) light a candle 

for each and every person.   

3. Those who enhance the mitzvah the most: Beis Shamai says 

that on the first day one lights eight candles, and from then on 

decreases the number of candles; Beis Hillel says that on the first 

day one lights one, and from then on adds  

 

Ulla said: Two Amoraim in the West (the land of Israel), Rabbi 

Yossi son of Avin and Rabbi Yossi son of Zevida, had a dispute:    

One said that the reasoning behind Beis Shamai’s approach is 

that the number of candles should correspond to the number of 

days yet to come, and the reasoning behind Beis Hillel’s 

approach is that the number of candles should correspond to the 

number of outgoing days.  

The other said that the reason behind Beis Shamai’s approach is 

that the daily change in the number of candles should parallel 

that of the “Oxen (sacrifices) of the Holiday (Sukkos)” [that 

decrease daily in number, offering thirteen on the first day of Sukkot and 

down to seven on the seventh], and the reason behind Beit Hillel’s 

approach is that the daily change in the number of candles 

follows the rule “We increase in holiness and do not decrease.”1 

נָּן:  נּו ַרבָּ  תָּ

ד  ּה ֵנר ִאיׁש ּוֵביתֹו ]ֵנר ֶאחָּ ַות ֲחּנּוכָּ 1. ִמצְּ

ד. רש''י[  ֵנר ֶאחָּ הּו בְּ ֵני ֵביתֹו ַסִּגי לְּ ל בְּ כָּ ִאיׁש וְּ ה, וְּ לָּ ל ַליְּ כָּ  בְּ

ד 2 ֶאחָּ ד וְּ ל ֶאחָּ כָּ ִרין ֵנר לְּ ַהדְּ ַהמְּ . וְּ  

ִרין 3 ַהדְּ ִרין ִמן ַהמְּ ַהדְּ ַהמְּ ֵבית   –. וְּ

ִליק ַׁשַמאי אֹו ִרים יֹום ִראׁשֹון ַמדְּ מְּ

הֹוֵלְך,  ְך ּפֹוֵחת וְּ ֵאילָּ ֹמנָּה ִמַכאן וָּ ׁשְּ

ִרים יֹום ִראׁשֹון  ּוֵבית ִהלֵ  ל אֹומְּ

ְך מֹוִסיף  ֵאילָּ ִליק ַאַחת ִמַכאן וָּ ַמדְּ

הֹוֵלְך.  וְּ

 

ֵאי   ֵרי ֲאמֹורָּ ּה תְּ ִליֵגי בָּ א: ּפְּ ַמר עּולָּ אָּ

א  בָּ ַמֲערָּ ַרִבי   –בְּ ִבין וְּ ַרִבי יֹוִסי ַבר אָּ

א.   ִבידָּ  יֹוִסי ַבר זְּ

ֶנֶגד   ֵבית ַׁשַמאי כְּ א דְּ ַמר ַטֲעמָּ ַחד אָּ

ֵבית ִהֵלל   א דְּ ַטֲעמָּ ִסין וְּ נָּ יִָּמים ַהִּנכְּ

ִאין,   ֶנֶגד יִָּמים ַהּיֹוצְּ  כְּ

ֶנֶגד   ֵבית ַׁשַמאי כְּ א דְּ ַמר ַטֲעמָּ ַחד אָּ וְּ

ַמֲעִלין   ֵבית ִהֵלל דְּ א דְּ ַטֲעמָּ ג וְּ ֵרי ֶהחָּ ּפָּ

ֵאין מֹוִריִדין.   ַבֹקֶדׁש וְּ

 

Let’s summarize the Gemara: 
A) There are 3-levels in the fulfillment of the mitzvah of Chanuka-candles: 

a. Basic – One candle per household 

b. Better (מהדרין) – Each household member lights their own candle 

c. Best (מהדרין מן המהדרין) – Additional candles lit each night: according to Beis Shammai 

(“BS”) decreasing from 8→1; and according to Beis Hillel (“BH”) increasing from 1→8 

B)  There is a disagreement regarding what the argument of BS and BH is based upon. Accordingly, 

their respective opinions correspond to either:  

a. The # of incoming days (BS) vs outgoing days (BH), or; 

b. Oxen sacrifices of the Holiday of Sukkot (BS) vs “We increase in holiness and do not 

decrease.” (BH) 

 

 
1 The Sfas Emes suggests a practical difference between the two variant approaches for explaining the argument (incoming and outgoing 

days; sacrificial oxen or increasing holiness). For instance, take somebody who only has twenty candles. According to the approach that the 

number of candles corresponds to the number of outgoing days of Chanukah, he should light one the first night, two the second, three the 

third, four the fourth, and five the fifth night. On the last three nights (he only has five remaining candles) he should light one candle and 

fulfill the basic mitzvah. On the other hand, if Beis Hillel’s reason is “Elevate in holiness and do not descend,” going from five candles on 

the fifth night to one on the subsequent night is problematic. It would be better to light one candle on each of the first seven nights and save 

his extra candles to light eight on the last night. 



4 
 

 
 

2 – ZONING-IN ON THE CANDLES 

 

There are many questions & observations that one could pose on this Gemara. For example: 

 

- Why is there an emphasis on the ‘house’? (“נר איש וביתו”) 

- Why is there a unique element of “מהדרין מן המהדרין”, that which we don’t find by any other 

mitzvohs? 

- Why are there 3 levels, and not just 2? 

- What is the underpinning of the disagreement between BS & BH; whether to correspond to 

incoming days or outgoing days? 

- What do sacrificial-bulls of the Holiday of Sukkos have to do with Chanuka? 

- How would BS respond to the halachic-principle of “We increase in holiness and do not 

decrease”? Do they disagree entirely with this? 

- What should one do if they have a limited number of candles? On which night(s) should they 

light them? 

 

Truth be told, there is a very rich literature of commentaries, spanning the past 800+ years, who discuss 

all of these topics – and many, many more! – at length. 

 

For the sake of this learning session, though, we’re going to focus our attention on one central issue: the 

essential nature of the mitzvah of Chanuka candles. 

 

As a spring-board for this topic, let’s have a look at a subtle, but important, practical-halacha 

disagreement between the Rambam and the Rama regarding the parameters of "מהדרין מן המהדרין": 

 

Who Lights the Candles? 

 

Source 3. Rambam, Laws of Megillah and Chanukah 4:1-2 

1. How many candles does one light on Chanukah?  The 

[basic] commandment is that every household should 

light one candle, whether there are many people in the 

house or only one person. One who enhances the mitzvah 

lights a number of candles corresponding to the number 

of people in the household, one candle for each, both men 

and women.  One who enhances it even more and does 

the choicest mitzvah, lights one candle for each [person] 

on the first night and adds another one each night. 

 

 

 

2. To illustrate: If there were ten people in the household 

– on the first night he lights 10 candles; on the second 20; 

on the third 30; until he finally lights 80 on the eighth 

night. 

ִליק  ה ֵנרֹות הּוא ַמדְּ הא  ַכמָּ ּה -- ַבֲחנֻכָּ תָּ וָּ ִמצְּ

ד, ֵבין   ִליק ֵנר ֶאחָּ ל ַבִית ּוַבִית ַמדְּ ֶיה כָּ ֶׁשִּיהְּ

יָּה בֹו  ֻרִבין, ֵבין ֶׁשלֹא הָּ ֵׁשי ַהַבִית מְּ יּו ַאנְּ ֶׁשהָּ

ִליק   וָּה, ַמדְּ ַהֵדר ֶאת ַהִמצְּ ַהמְּ ד.  וְּ ם ֶאחָּ דָּ א אָּ ֵאלָּ

ד  ל ֶאחָּ כָּ ֵׁשי ַהַבִית, ֵנר לְּ ַין ַאנְּ ִמנְּ ד,  ֵנרֹות כְּ ֶאחָּ וְּ

ַהֵדר יֹוֵתר ַעל ֶזה   ַהמְּ ֵבין ֲאנִָּׁשים ֵבין נִָּׁשים.  וְּ

ד   ל ֶאחָּ כָּ ִליק ֵנר לְּ ר, ַמדְּ חָּ וָּה ִמן ַהֻמבְּ עֹוֶשה ִמצְּ וְּ

ל   כָּ הֹוֵלְך בְּ ִראׁשֹון, ּומֹוִסיף וְּ ה הָּ לָּ ד ַבַליְּ ֶאחָּ וְּ

ד.  ה, ֶאחָּ לָּ ַליְּ ה וְּ לָּ  ַליְּ

 

יּו  הב  ֵכיַצד:  ֲהֵרי ֶׁשהָּ רָּ ֵׁשי ַהַבִית ֲעשָּ -- ַאנְּ

ֵליל  ה ֵנרֹות; ּובְּ רָּ ִליק ֲעשָּ ִראׁשֹון, ַמדְּ ה הָּ לָּ ַבַליְּ

לֹוִׁשים; ַעד   ִליִׁשי, ׁשְּ ֵליל ׁשְּ ִרים; ּובְּ ֵׁשִני, ֶעשְּ

מֹוִנים.  ִמיִני, ׁשְּ ֵליל ׁשְּ ִליק בְּ א ַמדְּ צָּ  ֶׁשִּנמְּ
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According to the simple reading of the Rambam, one person lights all the candles, on everyone elses 

behalf: “He finally lights 80 on the eighth night.”  In halachos 1 and 2, the Rambam always uses the 

third person singular – “he lights.” 

 

As we read the next source, the final ruling of the Rema (Rabbi Moshe Isserles) in the Shulchan Aruch, 

compare his approach with that of the Rambam. 

 

Source 4. Rema, Orach Chaim 671:2 – The final halachic ruling 

(Shulchan Aruch) How many candles does he light? 

On the first night he lights one.  From then on he adds 

one each night, until on the last night there are eight. 

Even if there are many people in the house they should 

not light more.2 

 

Note (Rema): Some say that each one of the people in 

the household lights, and this is the common practice. 

Each one should place his candles in a separate place, 

so that the number of candles they light can be 

recognized. 

ִראׁשֹון   ה הָּ לָּ ִליק? ַבַליְּ ה ֵנרֹות ַמדְּ שלחן ערוך: ַכמָּ

ד, ִליק ֶאחָּ ד    ַמדְּ הֹוֵלְך ֶאחָּ ְך מֹוִסיף וְּ ֵאילָּ ִמַכאן וָּ

יּו  ַאֲחרֹון ִיהְּ ֵליל הָּ ה ַעד ֶׁשבְּ לָּ ל ַליְּ כָּ מֹונָּה,  בְּ ׁשְּ

ִליקּו יֹוֵתר.  ֵני ַהַבִית לֹא ַידְּ  ַוֲאִפילּו ִאם ַרִבים בְּ

 

ִליק   ֵני ַהַבִית ַידְּ ד ִמבְּ ל ֶאחָּ כָּ ִרים דְּ ֵיׁש אֹומְּ הגה: וְּ

ל  ִיזֲָּהרּו ִלֵתן כָּ ׁשּוט; וְּ ג ּפָּ הָּ ֵכן ַהִמנְּ ַב"ם(, וְּ ַרמְּ )הָּ

ֵדי ׁשֶ  ד, כְּ יּוחָּ קֹום מְּ מָּ יו בְּ ד ֵנרֹותָּ ֶאחָּ ד וְּ ֵהא ֶאחָּ ּיְּ

אג(. רָּ ִליִקין )מהר"א ִמּפְּ ה ֵנרֹות ַמדְּ  ֵהיֶכר ַכמָּ

 

The number of candles lit, according to both the Rema and the Rambam, is identical, but the identity of 

the person lighting them is not. Whereas according to the Rambam, in a ten person household, on the 

eighth night of Chanukah one person lights eighty candles, according to the Rema the ten people would 

each light eight candles.  

  

The Rambam holds that one person, (preferably the head of the household), lights all the candles, 

whereas the Rema maintains that each individual lights their own candles. 

 

Question: What are they arguing about, exactly? What lies at the root of this disagreement 

between these two great Talmudic-giants??  

 

 

What do you think? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 The opinion of the Shulchan Aruch follows that of Tosafos, Shabbos 21b, who argues with the Rambam, and maintains that the halacha of 

“ המהדרין מהדרין מן ” only qualifies “נר איש וביתו”, and not “נר לכל אחד ואחד”. The roots of this disagreement, between the Rambam and 

Tosafos, is, unfortunately, outside of the scope of this particular learning session  
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3 – A CLASSIC “CHAKIRA” 

Let’s carefully consider the following famous inquiry: 

 

 יש לחקור:
What is the essential nature of the mitzvah of Chanuka candles: is it fundamentally 

incumbent on the individual ("חובת היחיד"), or on the house ("חובת הבית")? 

 

 

In other words:  

- There are some mitzvohs which are not specifically associated with any particular individual, but 

are, rather, associated with an object (חפצא). For example, a mezuza: you don’t need a mezuza, 

your house needs a mezuza! Therefore, if you move in to a dwelling where the mezuza is already 

up, you don’t need to do anything, since the house has fulfilled “its” obligation, so to speak. 

 

- On the other hand, many mitzvohs are indeed associated with the individual (גברא). For example, 

t’fillin: you have an mitzvah to put on t’fillin, and just because everyone else in your household 

has already fulfilled their mitzvah of t’fillin for the day, that has in no way absolved you of your 

own personal obligation. 

 

 

In which category does the mitzvah of Chanuka candles fall? 

Is it an obligation on the house ("חובת הבית"), like a mezuza, or is it an obligation on the 

individual ("חובת היחיד"), like t’fillin?? 
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Practical Ramifications: 

 [”נפקא מינה“]

 

There are a number of practical ramifications which would emerge from this inquiry: 

 

➢ Guest: What is the obligation of a guest regarding Chanuka candles? 

o If the mitzvah of Chanuka candles is fundamentally incumbent on the home, then a guest 

would not be personally obligated to light.3  

o If, however, the mitzvah of Chanuka candles is fundamentally incumbent on each individual, 

then a guest would most certainly be obligated to light his own candles.  
 

➢ Child: May a child light on behalf of an adult?4 

o If, the mitzvah of Chanuka candles is fundamentally incumbent on each individual, then, since 

a child’s level of obligation in mitzvohs is less than that of an adult (see note below5), then, 

the general rule that one who is not (or less) obligated cannot absolve another who is 

obligated, in the latter’s fulfillment of the mitzvah6. Therefore, if a child had lit the candles, 

the adults would need to go back and do it themselves.  

o If, however, the mitzvah of Chanuka candles is fundamentally incumbent on the home, then, 

since the whole mitzvah is basically for the house to have candles – and is not incumbent on 

any particular person – a child would be able to light the candles and fulfill the mitzvah.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 In truth, the Gemara [Shabbos 23a] says explicitly that a guest is obligated to light Chanuka candles. The Sfas Emes, however, explains 

that this Gemara is fundamentally extra-curricular, that is to say, simply to encourage the guest to fulfill the mitzvah with his own money, 

as an enhancement.  
 ע''ן שפת אמת שבת כג. ד''ה עיין בר''ן  4

5 Once a child has reached a certain level of intellectual maturity (typically 8-10 years old), he becomes rabbinically obligated in many 

mitzvohs, although he’s not fully obligated until he becomes ‘Bar Mitzvah’. This earlier stage of mitzvah obligation is called “chinuch” 

   .the function of which is to prepare him for his eventual life as a full-fledged mitzvah machine upon reaching adulthood ,(חנוך)
 לשון הר''ן הוא ד"תרי רבנן לא מפיק חד דרבנן"  6
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Bringin’ Us Back Home! 

Answer: With this “chakira” now well established, we can easily understand the disagreement 

between the Rambam and the Rema. Rabbi Asher Weiss shlita, a leading contemporary halachic 

authority, explains:  

 

Source 5. Minchas Asher, Bereishis, p. 352  

It seems that the reason that the Rema veered from the 

Rambam’s approach is based on a fundamental issue concerning 

the meaning of “a candle for a person and his household”. Is this 

an obligation on the household (as opposed to other mitzvos 

where every individual is obligated), meaning that every 

household and family lights a candle? In this case, once a candle 

is lit in the house all members of the household are exempt from 

further lighting, even if they did not intend to fulfill their mitzvah 

through the one lighting and the person lighting did not intend to 

fulfill it on their behalf when he lit. Once a candle was lit in this 

house, all of the people of the house no longer have any 

obligation. [This is the Rambam’s opinion.] 

 

Or, do we say that the mitzvah of Chanukah candles is similar to 

every other individual mitzvah obligation, where [each 

individual is obligated in the mitzvah, but] one person can fulfill 

the obligation on behalf of everyone? The person lighting must 

thus intend to fulfill the obligation on behalf of the others, and 

they have to intend to fulfill it through his lighting. In this 

respect, Chanukah candles will be similar to all other mitzvohs 

where one person fulfills a personal obligation through another 

who acts as an agent (shaliach). [This is the Rema’s opinion.] 

 

The Rema in the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 677:3) and in 

the Darche Moshe (his commentary on the Tur) rules like the 

Maharil (that a guest can make a blessing over candle lighting at 

his host’s house even though his family is lighting on his behalf). 

He is consistent with his approach in Shulchan Aruch Orach 

Chaim 671, where he writes that each one of the family members 

lights by himself. But the Rambam holds that the mitzvah of 

lighting itself applies to the household. According to his 

approach, it is thus fitting that one person lights all the candles. 

We find that the Rema and the Rambam are each consistent in 

their approaches to the basic idea of lighting: “one candle for a 

man and his household.” 

ה   "א, ֶׁשּנָּטָּ ַרמָּ ֵבאּור ִׁשיַטת הָּ ֶאה בְּ ִנרְּ וְּ

ַב"ם, ַעל ִּפי ַמה ֶׁשֵּיׁש   ַרמְּ ֵרי הָּ ִמִדבְּ

ֶגֶדר "ֵנר ִאיׁש ּוֵביתֹו." ַהִאם   ַלֲחקֹור בְּ

וֹות  ַאר ַהִמצְּ לֹא ִכׁשְּ ֲהֵוי חֹוַבת ַהַבִית )וְּ

ינּו:  ַהיְּ ט( דְּ רָּ ם ִכפְּ דָּ אָּ ֶׁשֵהם חֹוב ַעל הָּ

ִליק ֵנר. ּוִמֵכיוָּ  ה ַידְּ חָּ ּפָּ ל ַבִית ּוִמׁשְּ ן  ֶׁשכָּ

ם,   רּו כּולָּ טְּ ד ִנפְּ ַלק ַבַבִית ֵנר ֶאחָּ ֶׁשֻהדְּ

ֵדי   ֵצאת ַעל יְּ נּו לָּ ַכּוְּ ַאף ֶׁשלֹא ִהתְּ

ם.  הֹוִציאָּ ַכֵּון לְּ הּוא לֹא ִהתְּ ִליק וְּ ַהַמדְּ

ַבִית ֶזה   ַלק ֵנר בְּ קֹום הּודְּ ל מָּ ִמכָּ דְּ

ֵׁשי ַהַבִית.  ל ַאנְּ רּו כָּ טְּ ִנפְּ  וְּ
 

א  ט, ֶאלָּ רָּ ל חֹוב ַהּפְּ כָּ ַהֵוי כְּ אֹו, דְּ

ד מֹוִציא ֶאת  ם.  ֶׁשֶאחָּ תָּ ֵדי חֹובָּ ם יְּ כּולָּ

ל   כָּ ֵצאת כְּ לָּ הֹוִציא וְּ נּו לְּ ַכּוְּ ִריְך ֶׁשּיְּ צָּ וְּ

ֵדי ֲאֵחִרים   ּה ַעל יְּ ִאים בָּ וָּה ֶׁשּיֹוצְּ ִמצְּ

ִליחּות.  עֹוֶנה אֹו ִמִדין ׁשְּ  ִמִדין ׁשֹוֵמַע כְּ

 

 

 

רּוְך   ַחן עָּ ֻׁשלְּ "א בְּ ַרמָּ ִהֵנה הָּ וְּ

ַסק   ם ּפָּ ֵכי מֶׁשה ׁשָּ ַדרְּ )תרע"ז:ג( ּובְּ

ִזיל בְּ  תֹו אָּ ִׁשיטָּ ַמַהִרי"ל ּולְּ ן  כְּ ִסימָּ

ֵני ַהַבִית   ד ִמבְּ ל ֶאחָּ ַתב ֶׁשכָּ תרע"א ֶׁשכָּ

ַב"ם סֹוֵבר   ַרמְּ ל הָּ מֹו ַאבָּ ַעצְּ ִליק לְּ ַידְּ

ה ַעל ַהַבִית ִהיא   קָּ לָּ ַות ַהַהדְּ ֶעֶצם ִמצְּ דְּ

ל  ִליק ֶאת כָּ ד ַמדְּ ֶאחָּ א דְּ תֹו ֵניחָּ ִׁשיטָּ ּולְּ

ֵלי   זְּ "א אָּ ַהַרמָּ ַב"ם וְּ ַרמְּ הָּ ַהֵּנרֹות וְּ

ַתייהּו ִביסֹוד ִדין ֵנר ִאיׁש ּובֵ  ִׁשיטָּ יתֹו  לְּ

ֶזה. דֹו"ק בָּ  וְּ
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4 – WHY THE HOUSE? 

 

Having clarified what the Rambam and the Rema are arguing about (i.e. whether the mitzvah of 

Chanuka candles is an obligation on the individual or on the house), we can now try to understand why 

they hold the way they do. 

 

Seemingly, the Rema is easier to understand: most mitzvohs are incumbent on the individual, and, 

therefore, Chanuka candles should be no different.  

 

The Rambam, however, requires elaboration: why would Chazal, the sages of the Talmud, who 

established the mitzvah of Chanuka candles, set it up as a “חובת הבית”?  

 

1) Publicizing the Miracle  

The Pnei Yehoshua (Rabbi Yaakov Yehoshua Falk, Poland and Germany 1680-1756) suggests the 

following: 

 

Source 6. Pnei Yehoshua on Shabbat 21b  

The reason is that this mitzvah is different because the essential 

way to fulfill it is to light it adjacent to public thoroughfares in 

order to publicize the miracle [of Chanukah]. Therefore, they 

applied the obligation of this mitzvah as though it applies to the 

house itself.  However, this topic still demands more thought and 

investigation. 

א ִעַקר  כָּ א ֶׁשֵאין הָּ כָּ ַׁשאִני הָּ א, דְּ ֶאלָּ

ׁש מּוְך ִלרְּ סָּ א בְּ וָּה ֶאלָּ ַרִבים  ַהִמצְּ ּות הָּ

א. ִמׁשּום  סּוֵמי ִניסָּ ֶׁשהּוא ִמּׁשּום ִּפרְּ

ִאילּו   וָּה זֹו כְּ ַכְך ִהִטילּו חֹוַבת ִמצְּ

ִריְך ִעּיּון:   ִהיא חֹוַבת ַהַבִית. ַוֲעַדִין צָּ

 

The mitzvah of Chanuka candles can be compared, perhaps, to the idea of hanging out a flag on every 

house on a national holiday, as a sign of patriotism. It is appropriate that the “national custom” 

(assuming there is one) applies to houses, not to individuals.  

 

2) Emphasizing the Jewish-home 

Another explanation for why the lighting applies to the household relates to the Greek assault against the 

Jewish nation, which included decrees against Jewish observance and the very means of Jewish 

continuity – family life.  

 

Source 7. Midrash Maaseh Chanukah (Eisenstein’s Otzar Hamidrashim pp. 189-190)  

. . . They (the Greeks) took action and decreed, “Any 

Israelite that makes a bolt or closing to his door will be 

stabbed by the sword!”  Why go this far?  In order that 

Israel should have neither dignity nor privacy.  For any 

house that has no door has no dignity or privacy, and 

anyone who wants to enter can, whether by day or by 

night.  When the Jews learned of the decree, they 

responded by removing all the doors of their houses and 

they were not able to eat or drink or have intimate 

relations, because of the thieves and bandits and the 

immodest Greeks.  

 

ֵאל רָּ ל ֶבן ִישְּ רּו: כָּ זְּ גָּ דּו וְּ מְּ ה לֹו   . . . עָּ ֶׁשעֹוֹשֶ

ל ַכְך   כָּ ֵקר ַבֶחֶרב, וְּ חֹו ִידָּ ִפתְּ ֵּגר לְּ ִריַח אֹו ַמסְּ בְּ

לֹא  בֹוד וְּ ֵאל כָּ רָּ ִישְּ ֶיה לְּ ֵדי ֶׁשלֹא ִיהְּ ה כְּ מָּ לָּ

ל ַבִית ֶׁשֵאין לֹו ֶדֶלת ֵאין   ִניעּות(, ֶׁשכָּ ׁשּות )צְּ רְּ

נָּס   ֵנס ִנכְּ רֹוֶצה ִלכָּ ל הָּ כָּ ִניעּות וְּ לֹא צְּ בֹוד וְּ לֹו כָּ

ה. כֵ  לָּ ֵאל ַכְך  ֵבין ַבּיֹום ּוֵבין ַבַליְּ רָּ אּו ִישְּ ן ֶׁשרָּ יוָּ

יּו   לֹא הָּ ֵתיֶהם וְּ תֹות בָּ ל ַדלְּ לּו כָּ דּו ּוִבטְּ מְּ עָּ

ַׁשֵמׁש   לֹא לְּ תֹות וְּ לֹא ִלׁשְּ כֹוִלין לֹא ֶלֱאכֹול וְּ יְּ

ִריֵצי   ִטין ּופָּ ִלסְּ ִבין וְּ ִביל ַּגּנָּ ִמטֹוֵתיֶהם, ִבׁשְּ

ִנים, וָּ  יְּ



10 
 

 
 

 

The Greeks also decreed: “Anyone whose wife goes to 

the mikveh will be executed by the sword!”   

 

When the Greeks saw that the Jews were not affected by 

their decrees, they came up with a new bitter and 

disgraceful decree, namely, that a new bride should not 

enter the chuppah (marriage canopy) on the first night of 

her wedding before first being secluded with the local 

Greek governor.  After news of this decree spread, single 

girls were disheartened and refrained from getting 

betrothed, and the daughters of Israel would mature, and 

become old while still virgins. 

 

ה   ִבילָּ תֹו הֹוֶלֶכת ִלטְּ ל ִמי ֶׁשִאׁשְּ רּו: "כָּ זְּ גָּ דּו וְּ מְּ עָּ

ֵקר ַבֶחֶרב.  " ִידָּ

 

ִגיִׁשין   ֵאל ַמרְּ רָּ ִנים ֶׁשֵאין ִישְּ וָּ אּו יְּ ן ֶׁשרָּ ֵכיוָּ

ה   רָּ ה מָּ ֵזרָּ רּו ֲעֵליֶהם ּגְּ זְּ גָּ דּו וְּ מְּ ֵזרֹוֵתיֶהם, עָּ ִבגְּ

ִראׁשֹון   ה הָּ לָּ ַליְּ ה בְּ ֵנס ַכלָּ ה, ֶׁשלֹא ִתכָּ ַוֲעכּורָּ

קֹום ַההּוא.  מֹון ֶׁשַבמָּ א ֵאֶצל ַהֶהגְּ ּה ֶאלָּ תָּ ֵמֻחּפָּ

פּו  ֵאל ַכְך רָּ רָּ עּו ִישְּ מְּ ן ֶׁשּׁשָּ ַׁשׁש  ֵכיוָּ תָּ ֵדיֶהם וְּ יְּ

ֵאל   רָּ נֹות ִישְּ יּו בְּ הָּ ֵרס, וְּ אָּ עּו ִמלְּ נְּ ִנמְּ ם וְּ ֹכחָּ

תּולֹות. ֶׁשֵהן בְּ ִקינֹות כְּ רֹות ּוַמזְּ  בֹוגְּ

 

The campaign of the Greeks against the Jews was to uproot the Jewish people’s most precious 

institution: family life – the home.  

 

Therefore, the mitzvah of Chanuka candles, which was established in response to this for all subsequent 

generations, was constructed in direct correlation: it’s all about the home.  
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5 – NOTHING LESS THAN THE BEST 

 

We’ll close this learning session by re-visiting one of the glaring questions on the aforementioned 

Gemara: What’s with the “מהדרין מן המהדרין”?!? Why is this unique to the holiday of Chanuka?? 

 

The Beis HaLevi explains: 

 

Source 8. Beis Halevi on Chumash Bereishis 

The reason we find more and more hiddur (enhancement) 

in this mitzvah is the following. It seems that the goal of 

the initial miracle was exclusively in order to perform a 

hiddur mitzvah, and not to fulfill the essential level of the 

mitzvah (of lighting the Menorah in the Beit Hamikdash). 

They found a flask of oil that had enough to light for one 

night, but they could have made smaller wicks, one 

eighth the size of the normal ones. This would have 

enabled them to fulfill the basic level of the mitzvah for 

eight days. We rule that the wicks have no minimum 

width. Therefore, the entire miracle enabled them to 

fulfill a hiddur mitzvah, to light candles as beautiful as 

the previous ones. Therefore the Sages instituted levels of 

beautification into this mitzvah more than in others. 

ִצי מָּ א דְּ יֹוֵתר ִהדּור,  ִהֵּנה הָּ וָּה זֹו ִהדּור וְּ ִמצְּ נּו בְּ

יָּה ַרק  ִליתֹו הָּ ר ַהֵּנס ַתכְּ ִעיקָּ ֶאה ִמּׁשּום דְּ ַהִּנרְּ

ר   לֹא ִמּׁשּום ִעיקָּ א וְּ חּודָּ וָּה לְּ ִמּׁשּום ִהדּור ִמצְּ

וָּה.  ַהִמצְּ

ת,   ה ֶאחָּ לָּ ִליק בֹו ַליְּ ַהדְּ ַפְך ֶׁשֶמן לְּ יָּה בְּ ַהֵרי הָּ דְּ

ִתילֹות ַדקֹות  כֹוִלים ַלֲעשֹות ּפְּ יּו יְּ ַוֲהֵרי הָּ

ִמיִנית ִמן ַמה  בְּ  ה ֵחֶלק ׁשְּ ִתילָּ ֶיה ַהּפְּ יֹוֵתר ֶׁשִתהְּ

יָּה   הָּ ל יֹום ִמקֹוֶדם. וְּ כָּ יֹות בְּ ִגיל ִלהְּ יָּה רָּ ֶׁשהָּ

ר  ַקֵּיים ִעיקָּ יָּה מְּ הָּ מֹונָּה יִָּמים, וְּ ִּפיק ִלׁשְּ ַמסְּ

ִתילֹות.   ֹעִבי ַהּפְּ ַהֵרי ֵאין ִׁשיעּור לְּ וָּה. דְּ ַהִמצְּ

יּו וָּה ֶׁשִּיהְּ יָּה ַרק ִמּׁשּום ִהדּור ִמצְּ ל ַהֵּנס הָּ כָּ   וְּ

נּו  ַעל ֵכן ִתקְּ יּו ִמקֹוֶדם.  וְּ מֹו ֶׁשהָּ ֵַּנרֹות יִָּפים כְּ

וָּה.  ל ִמצְּ כָּ וָּה זֹו ִהדּוִרים יֹוֵתר ִמבְּ ִמצְּ ִמים בְּ  ֲחכָּ
 

The whole Chanukah miracle with the oil was “מהדרין מן המהדרין”!! They could have settled for a meek, 

little, faint flame. That would have been sufficient. We could have ‘gotten by’ with that. 

 

But the Jewish people are not here to ‘get by’. We’re not here to be ‘sufficient’, to be 

‘mediocre’, faint flames…we’re here to be great, bright, shining flames!  

We are here to be “מהדרין מן המהדרין”!  

 

Happy Chanukah ☺ 
  

 

 
 

 


