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How Many Candles Do We Light on Chanukah?
“”מהַ דְּ ִרין ִמן הַ ְּמהַ דְּ ִרין
ְּ
]:[שבת כא
Jews worldwide light Chanukah candles for eight straight nights, starting on the 25th of
the Hebrew month of Kislev. Common practice is to light one candle on the first night of
Chanukah, and to add an extra candle on each of the subsequent nights. In order to
appreciate the depth of this mitzvah, we must explore its Talmudic roots.
In this learning session, we will take a comprehensive look at the mitzvah of lighting
Chanukah candles, and examine a key passage in the Talmud that reveals the three levels
of its performance. Through studying commentaries on the passage, we will uncover a
major conceptual discussion that began in the twelfth century and continues to the present
day.
This shiur will address the following questions:
• Who is the mitzvah of Chanukah candles fundamentally incumbent on?
• What are the Talmudic, and conceptual roots of this mitzvah?
• Why do we add an extra candle every day of Chanukah – as opposed to
lighting just one every day, eight every day, or starting with eight and
finishing with one?
• Why is there a unique concept of “enhancing” ()מהַ ְּד ִרין
ְּ the Chanuka candles?

2

1 – Basic Sources: Gemara
We’ll begin with some basic background:
Source 1. Talmud Bavli, Shabbos 21b – The Chanukah miracle.
What is Chanukah? On the 25th day of Kislev, the 8-days
of Chanuka begin, during which time it is forbidden to
eulogize or to fast. For, when the Greeks entered the Holy
Sanctuary they defiled all the oil that was there. And when
the dynasty of the Hashmoneans grew strong and defeated
the Greeks, they searched and found only one flask of oil
with the stamp of the Kohen Gadol (High Priest) that had
been set aside; and there was only enough oil to burn for
one day. A miracle occurred and they lit [the Menorah]
from this oil for eight days. The following year the Sages
established these days for praise and thanksgiving.

מאי חנוכה בכ"ה בכסליו יומי דחנוכה
תמניא אינון דלא למספד בהון ודלא
להתענות בהון שכשנכנסו יוונים להיכל
טמאו כל השמנים שבהיכל וכשגברה
מלכות בית חשמונאי ונצחום בדקו ולא
מצאו אלא פך אחד של שמן שהיה מונח
בחותמו של כהן גדול ולא היה בו אלא
להדליק יום אחד נעשה בו נס והדליקו
ממנו שמונה ימים לשנה אחרת קבעום
.ועשאום ימים טובים בהלל והודאה

The basic story of Chanuka, and the miracle of the oil, as outlined by the Gemara, is well
known.
Aside from being days of “praise and thanksgiving”, the Rabbi’s enacted an actual,
tangible mitzvah for the Jewish people to perform during these Holy days:
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Source 2. Shabbos 21b
The Rabbis taught:
1. The mitzvah of Chanukah: a candle, for a man and his
household. [One candle should be lit every night, and one candle is sufficient for a man and

:תָּ נּו ַרבָּ נָּן
 ִמצְּ וַת חֲּנּוכָּּה נֵר ִאיׁש ּובֵ יתֹו [נֵר אֶ חָּ ד.1
] רש''י. וְּ ִאיׁש וְּ כָּל בְּ נֵי בֵ יתֹו סַ גִּ י לְּהּו בְּ נֵר אֶ חָּ ד,בְּ כָּל ַל ְּילָּה

his entire household. Rashi]

2. Those who enhance the mitzvah (ha-mehadrin) light a candle
for each and every person.
3. Those who enhance the mitzvah the most: Beis Shamai says
that on the first day one lights eight candles, and from then on
decreases the number of candles; Beis Hillel says that on the first
day one lights one, and from then on adds
Ulla said: Two Amoraim in the West (the land of Israel), Rabbi
Yossi son of Avin and Rabbi Yossi son of Zevida, had a dispute:
One said that the reasoning behind Beis Shamai’s approach is
that the number of candles should correspond to the number of
days yet to come, and the reasoning behind Beis Hillel’s
approach is that the number of candles should correspond to the
number of outgoing days.
The other said that the reason behind Beis Shamai’s approach is
that the daily change in the number of candles should parallel
that of the “Oxen (sacrifices) of the Holiday (Sukkos)” [that
decrease daily in number, offering thirteen on the first day of Sukkot and
down to seven on the seventh], and the reason behind Beit Hillel’s

approach is that the daily change in the number of candles
follows the rule “We increase in holiness and do not decrease.” 1

 וְּ הַ ְּמהַ ְּד ִרין נֵר לְּ כָּל אֶ חָּ ד וְּ אֶ חָּ ד.2
 וְּ הַ ְּמהַ ְּד ִרין ִמן הַ ְּמהַ ְּד ִרין – בֵ ית.3
ׁשַ מַ אי אֹו ְּמ ִרים יֹום ִראׁשֹון מַ ְּדלִ יק
,ְּׁשמֹ נָּה ִמכַאן וָּאֵ ילְָּך ּפֹוחֵ ת וְּ הֹולְֵך
אֹומ ִרים יֹום ִראׁשֹון
ְּ ּובֵ ית הִ ֵלל
מַ ְּדלִ יק אַ חַ ת ִמכַאן וָּאֵ ילְָּך מֹוסִ יף
.וְּ הֹולְֵך
ֲמֹוראֵ י
ָּ  ּפְּ לִ יגֵי בָּּה ְּת ֵרי א:אָּ מַ ר עּולָּא
בְּ מַ ע ֲָּרבָּ א – ַרבִ י יֹוסִ י בַ ר אָּ בִ ין וְּ ַרבִ י
.יֹוסִ י בַ ר זְּבִ ידָּ א
חַ ד אָּ מַ ר טַ עֲמָּ א ְּדבֵ ית ׁשַ מַ אי כְּ ֶנגֶד
י ִָּמים הַ ּנִ כְּ נָּסִ ין וְּ טַ עֲמָּ א ְּדבֵ ית הִ לֵל
,כְּ ֶנגֶד י ִָּמים הַ ּיֹוצְּ ִאין
וְּ חַ ד אָּ מַ ר טַ עֲמָּ א ְּדבֵ ית ׁשַ מַ אי כְּ ֶנגֶד
ּפ ֵָּרי הֶ חָּ ג וְּ טַ עֲמָּ א ְּדבֵ ית הִ לֵל ְּדמַ עֲלִ ין
.מֹור ִידין
ִ בַ קֹ דֶ ׁש וְּ אֵ ין

Let’s summarize the Gemara:
A) There are 3-levels in the fulfillment of the mitzvah of Chanuka-candles:
a. Basic – One candle per household
b. Better ( – )מהדריןEach household member lights their own candle
c. Best ( – )מהדרין מן המהדריןAdditional candles lit each night: according to Beis Shammai
(“BS”) decreasing from 8→1; and according to Beis Hillel (“BH”) increasing from 1→8
B) There is a disagreement regarding what the argument of BS and BH is based upon. Accordingly,
their respective opinions correspond to either:
a. The # of incoming days (BS) vs outgoing days (BH), or;
b. Oxen sacrifices of the Holiday of Sukkot (BS) vs “We increase in holiness and do not
decrease.” (BH)

1

The Sfas Emes suggests a practical difference between the two variant approaches for explaining the argument (incoming and outgoing
days; sacrificial oxen or increasing holiness). For instance, take somebody who only has twenty candles. According to the approach that the
number of candles corresponds to the number of outgoing days of Chanukah, he should light one the first night, two the second, three the
third, four the fourth, and five the fifth night. On the last three nights (he only has five remaining candles) he should light one candle and
fulfill the basic mitzvah. On the other hand, if Beis Hillel’s reason is “Elevate in holiness and do not descend,” going from five candles on
the fifth night to one on the subsequent night is problematic. It would be better to light one candle on each of the first seven nights and save
his extra candles to light eight on the last night.
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2 – ZONING-IN ON THE CANDLES
There are many questions & observations that one could pose on this Gemara. For example:
-

Why is there an emphasis on the ‘house’? (“)”נר איש וביתו
Why is there a unique element of “”מהדרין מן המהדרין, that which we don’t find by any other
mitzvohs?
Why are there 3 levels, and not just 2?
What is the underpinning of the disagreement between BS & BH; whether to correspond to
incoming days or outgoing days?
What do sacrificial-bulls of the Holiday of Sukkos have to do with Chanuka?
How would BS respond to the halachic-principle of “We increase in holiness and do not
decrease”? Do they disagree entirely with this?
What should one do if they have a limited number of candles? On which night(s) should they
light them?

Truth be told, there is a very rich literature of commentaries, spanning the past 800+ years, who discuss
all of these topics – and many, many more! – at length.
For the sake of this learning session, though, we’re going to focus our attention on one central issue: the
essential nature of the mitzvah of Chanuka candles.
As a spring-board for this topic, let’s have a look at a subtle, but important, practical-halacha
disagreement between the Rambam and the Rama regarding the parameters of ""מהדרין מן המהדרין:
Who Lights the Candles?
Source 3. Rambam, Laws of Megillah and Chanukah 4:1-2
1. How many candles does one light on Chanukah? The
 ִמצְּ וָּתָּ ּה--א כַמָּ ה נֵרֹות הּוא מַ ְּדלִ יק בַ ֲחנֻכָּה
[basic] commandment is that every household should
 בֵ ין,ׁשֶ ּיִהְּ יֶה כָּל בַ יִ ת ּובַ יִ ת מַ ְּדלִ יק נֵר אֶ חָּ ד
light one candle, whether there are many people in the
 בֵ ין ׁשֶ ל ֹא הָּ יָּה בֹו,ׁשֶ הָּ יּו אַ נְּ ׁשֵ י הַ בַ יִ ת ְּמרֻ בִ ין
house or only one person. One who enhances the mitzvah
 מַ ְּדלִ יק, וְּ הַ ְּמהַ דֵ ר אֶ ת הַ ִמצְּ וָּה.אֵ לָּא אָּ דָּ ם אֶ חָּ ד
lights a number of candles corresponding to the number
, נֵר לְּ כָּל אֶ חָּ ד וְּ אֶ חָּ ד,נֵרֹות כְּ ִמנְּ יַן אַ נְּ ׁשֵ י הַ בַ יִ ת
of people in the household, one candle for each, both men
 וְּ הַ ְּמהַ דֵ ר יֹותֵ ר עַל זֶה.בֵ ין ֲאנ ִָּׁשים בֵ ין נ ִָּׁשים
and women. One who enhances it even more and does
the choicest mitzvah, lights one candle for each [person]
 מַ ְּדלִ יק נֵר לְּ כָּל אֶ חָּ ד,וְּ עֹושֶ ה ִמצְּ וָּה ִמן הַ מֻבְּ חָּר
on the first night and adds another one each night.
 ּומֹוסִ יף וְּ הֹולְֵך בְּ כָּל,וְּ אֶ חָּ ד בַ לַיְּ לָּה הָּ ִראׁשֹון

. אֶ חָּ ד,לַיְּ לָּה וְּ לַיְּ לָּה
2. To illustrate: If there were ten people in the household
– on the first night he lights 10 candles; on the second 20;
on the third 30; until he finally lights 80 on the eighth
night.

-- ה ֲֵרי ׁשֶ הָּ יּו אַ נְּ ׁשֵ י הַ בַ יִ ת עֲשָּ ָּרה:ב כֵיצַ ד
 מַ ְּדלִ יק עֲשָּ ָּרה נֵרֹות; ּובְּ לֵיל,בַ לַיְּ לָּה הָּ ִראׁשֹון
לֹוׁשים; ַעד
ִ  ְּׁש,יׁשי
ִ ִ ע ְֶּש ִרים; ּובְּ לֵיל ְּׁשל,ׁשֵ נִ י
. ְּׁשמֹונִ ים,ׁשֶ ּנִ ְּמצָּ א מַ ְּדלִ יק בְּ לֵיל ְּׁש ִמינִ י
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According to the simple reading of the Rambam, one person lights all the candles, on everyone elses
behalf: “He finally lights 80 on the eighth night.” In halachos 1 and 2, the Rambam always uses the
third person singular – “he lights.”
As we read the next source, the final ruling of the Rema (Rabbi Moshe Isserles) in the Shulchan Aruch,
compare his approach with that of the Rambam.
Source 4. Rema, Orach Chaim 671:2 – The final halachic ruling
(Shulchan Aruch) How many candles does he light?
 כַמָּ ה נֵרֹות מַ ְּדלִ יק? בַ לַיְּ לָּה הָּ ִראׁשֹון:שלחן ערוך
On the first night he lights one. From then on he adds
 ִמכַאן וָּאֵ ילְָּך מֹוסִ יף וְּ הֹולְֵך אֶ חָּ ד,מַ ְּדלִ יק אֶ חָּ ד
one each night, until on the last night there are eight.
,בְּ כָּל לַיְּ לָּה עַד ׁשֶ בְּ לֵיל הָּ אַ חֲרֹון יִהְּ יּו ְּׁשמֹונָּה
Even if there are many people in the house they should
.ַואֲפִ ילּו ִאם ַרבִ ים בְּ נֵי הַ בַ יִ ת ל ֹא י ְַּדלִ יקּו יֹותֵ ר
not light more.2
Note (Rema): Some say that each one of the people in
the household lights, and this is the common practice.
Each one should place his candles in a separate place,
so that the number of candles they light can be
recognized.

אֹומ ִרים ְּדכָּל אֶ חָּ ד ִמבְּ נֵי הַ בַ יִ ת י ְַּדלִ יק
ְּ  וְּ יֵׁש:הגה
 וְּ כֵן הַ ִמנְּהָּ ג ּפָּׁשּוט; וְּ יִ ָּזהֲרּו לִ תֵ ן כָּל,)(הָּ ַר ְּמבַ "ם
 כְּ דֵ י ׁשֶ ּיְּהֵ א,אֶ חָּ ד וְּ אֶ חָּ ד נֵרֹותָּ יו בְּ מָּ קֹום ְּמיּוחָּ ד
.)הֵ יכֶר כַמָּ ה נֵרֹות מַ ְּדלִ יקִ ין (מהר"א ִמּפְּ ָּראג

The number of candles lit, according to both the Rema and the Rambam, is identical, but the identity of
the person lighting them is not. Whereas according to the Rambam, in a ten person household, on the
eighth night of Chanukah one person lights eighty candles, according to the Rema the ten people would
each light eight candles.
The Rambam holds that one person, (preferably the head of the household), lights all the candles,
whereas the Rema maintains that each individual lights their own candles.

Question: What are they arguing about, exactly? What lies at the root of this disagreement
between these two great Talmudic-giants??

What do you think?

2

The opinion of the Shulchan Aruch follows that of Tosafos, Shabbos 21b, who argues with the Rambam, and maintains that the halacha of
“ ”מהדרין מן המהדריןonly qualifies “”נר איש וביתו, and not “”נר לכל אחד ואחד. The roots of this disagreement, between the Rambam and
Tosafos, is, unfortunately, outside of the scope of this particular learning session 
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3 – A CLASSIC “CHAKIRA”
Let’s carefully consider the following famous inquiry:

:יש לחקור
What is the essential nature of the mitzvah of Chanuka candles: is it fundamentally
incumbent on the individual (")"חובת היחיד, or on the house ("?)"חובת הבית

In other words:
- There are some mitzvohs which are not specifically associated with any particular individual, but
are, rather, associated with an object ()חפצא. For example, a mezuza: you don’t need a mezuza,
your house needs a mezuza! Therefore, if you move in to a dwelling where the mezuza is already
up, you don’t need to do anything, since the house has fulfilled “its” obligation, so to speak.
- On the other hand, many mitzvohs are indeed associated with the individual ()גברא. For example,
t’fillin: you have an mitzvah to put on t’fillin, and just because everyone else in your household
has already fulfilled their mitzvah of t’fillin for the day, that has in no way absolved you of your
own personal obligation.

In which category does the mitzvah of Chanuka candles fall?
Is it an obligation on the house (")"חובת הבית, like a mezuza, or is it an obligation on the
individual (")"חובת היחיד, like t’fillin??
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Practical Ramifications:
[“]”נפקא מינה
There are a number of practical ramifications which would emerge from this inquiry:
➢ Guest: What is the obligation of a guest regarding Chanuka candles?
o If the mitzvah of Chanuka candles is fundamentally incumbent on the home, then a guest
would not be personally obligated to light. 3
o If, however, the mitzvah of Chanuka candles is fundamentally incumbent on each individual,
then a guest would most certainly be obligated to light his own candles.
➢ Child: May a child light on behalf of an adult?4
o If, the mitzvah of Chanuka candles is fundamentally incumbent on each individual, then, since
a child’s level of obligation in mitzvohs is less than that of an adult (see note below 5), then,
the general rule that one who is not (or less) obligated cannot absolve another who is
obligated, in the latter’s fulfillment of the mitzvah6. Therefore, if a child had lit the candles,
the adults would need to go back and do it themselves.
o If, however, the mitzvah of Chanuka candles is fundamentally incumbent on the home, then,
since the whole mitzvah is basically for the house to have candles – and is not incumbent on
any particular person – a child would be able to light the candles and fulfill the mitzvah.

3

In truth, the Gemara [Shabbos 23a] says explicitly that a guest is obligated to light Chanuka candles. The Sfas Emes, however, explains
that this Gemara is fundamentally extra-curricular, that is to say, simply to encourage the guest to fulfill the mitzvah with his own money,
as an enhancement.
 ד''ה עיין בר''ן.ע''ן שפת אמת שבת כג
5
Once a child has reached a certain level of intellectual maturity (typically 8-10 years old), he becomes rabbinically obligated in many
mitzvohs, although he’s not fully obligated until he becomes ‘Bar Mitzvah’. This earlier stage of mitzvah obligation is called “chinuch”
()חנוך, the function of which is to prepare him for his eventual life as a full-fledged mitzvah machine upon reaching adulthood.
"לשון הר''ן הוא ד"תרי רבנן לא מפיק חד דרבנן

4

6
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Bringin’ Us Back Home!

Answer: With this “chakira” now well established, we can easily understand the disagreement
between the Rambam and the Rema. Rabbi Asher Weiss shlita, a leading contemporary halachic
authority, explains:
Source 5. Minchas Asher, Bereishis, p. 352
It seems that the reason that the Rema veered from the
Rambam’s approach is based on a fundamental issue concerning
the meaning of “a candle for a person and his household”. Is this
an obligation on the household (as opposed to other mitzvos
where every individual is obligated), meaning that every
household and family lights a candle? In this case, once a candle
is lit in the house all members of the household are exempt from
further lighting, even if they did not intend to fulfill their mitzvah
through the one lighting and the person lighting did not intend to
fulfill it on their behalf when he lit. Once a candle was lit in this
house, all of the people of the house no longer have any
obligation. [This is the Rambam’s opinion.]
Or, do we say that the mitzvah of Chanukah candles is similar to
every other individual mitzvah obligation, where [each
individual is obligated in the mitzvah, but] one person can fulfill
the obligation on behalf of everyone? The person lighting must
thus intend to fulfill the obligation on behalf of the others, and
they have to intend to fulfill it through his lighting. In this
respect, Chanukah candles will be similar to all other mitzvohs
where one person fulfills a personal obligation through another
who acts as an agent (shaliach). [This is the Rema’s opinion.]
The Rema in the Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 677:3) and in
the Darche Moshe (his commentary on the Tur) rules like the
Maharil (that a guest can make a blessing over candle lighting at
his host’s house even though his family is lighting on his behalf).
He is consistent with his approach in Shulchan Aruch Orach
Chaim 671, where he writes that each one of the family members
lights by himself. But the Rambam holds that the mitzvah of
lighting itself applies to the household. According to his
approach, it is thus fitting that one person lights all the candles.
We find that the Rema and the Rambam are each consistent in
their approaches to the basic idea of lighting: “one candle for a
man and his household.”

 ׁשֶ ּנָּטָּ ה,וְּ נִ ְּראֶ ה בְּ בֵ אּור ִׁשיטַ ת הָּ ַרמָּ "א
 עַל ּפִ י מַ ה ׁשֶ ּיֵׁש,ִמ ִדבְּ ֵרי הָּ ַר ְּמבַ "ם
" הַ ִאם.ַלחֲקֹור בְּ גֶדֶ ר "נֵר ִאיׁש ּובֵ יתֹו
ֲהוֵי חֹובַ ת הַ בַ יִ ת (וְּ ל ֹא כִ ְּׁשאַ ר הַ ִמצְּ וֹות
:ׁשֶ הֵם חֹוב עַל הָּ אָּ דָּ ם כִ פְּ ָּרט) ְּדהַ יְּ ינּו
ּומכֵי ָּון
ִ .ּומ ְּׁשּפָּחָּה י ְַּדלִ יק נֵר
ִ ׁשֶ כָּל בַ יִ ת
,ׁשֶ ה ְֻּדלַק בַ בַ יִ ת נֵר אֶ חָּ ד נִ פְּ טְּ רּו כּולָּם
אַ ף ׁשֶ ל ֹא הִ ְּתכַּוְּ נּו לָּצֵ את עַל יְּ דֵ י
.הַ מַ ְּדלִ יק וְּ הּוא ל ֹא הִ ְּת ַכּוֵן לְּ הֹוצִ יאָּ ם
הּודלַק נֵר בְּ בַ יִ ת זֶה
ְּ ְּד ִמכָּל מָּ קֹום
.וְּ נִ פְּ טְּ רּו כָּל אַ נְּ ׁשֵ י הַ בַ יִ ת
 אֶ לָּא, ְּדהַ וֵי כְּ כָּל חֹוב הַ ּפְּ ָּרט,אֹו
.ׁשֶ אֶ חָּ ד מֹוצִ יא אֶ ת כּולָּם יְּ דֵ י חֹובָּ תָּ ם
וְּ צָּ ִריְך ׁשֶ ּיְּ כַּוְּ נּו לְּהֹוצִ יא וְּ לָּצֵ את כְּ כָּל
ִמצְּ וָּה ׁשֶ ּיֹוצְּ ִאים בָּּה עַל יְּ דֵ י אֲחֵ ִרים
.ִמ ִדין ׁשֹומֵ ַע כְּ עֹונֶה אֹו ִמ ִדין ְּׁשלִ יחּות

וְּ הִ נֵה הָּ ַרמָּ "א בְּ ׁשֻ לְּ חַן ָּערּוְך
ג) ּובְּ דַ ְּרכֵי מׁשֶ ה ׁשָּ ם ּפָּסַ ק:(תרע"ז
כְּ מַ הַ ִרי"ל ּולְּ ִׁשיטָּ תֹו אָּ זִיל בְּ סִ ימָּ ן
תרע"א ׁשֶ כָּתַ ב ׁשֶ כָּל אֶ חָּ ד ִמבְּ נֵי הַ בַ יִ ת
י ְַּדלִ יק לְּ עַצְּ מֹו אַ בָּ ל הָּ ַר ְּמבַ "ם סֹובֵ ר
ְּדעֶצֶם ִמצְּ וַת הַהַ ְּדלָּקָּה ַעל הַ בַ יִ ת הִ יא
ּולְּ ִׁשיטָּ תֹו נֵיחָּ א ְּדאֶ חָּ ד מַ ְּדלִ יק אֶ ת כָּל
הַ ּנֵרֹות וְּ הָּ ַר ְּמבַ "ם וְּ הַ ַרמָּ "א אָּ ְּזלֵי
לְּ ִׁשיטָּ תַ ייהּו בִ יסֹוד ִדין נֵר ִאיׁש ּובֵ יתֹו
.וְּ דֹו"ק בָּ זֶה
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4 – WHY THE HOUSE?
Having clarified what the Rambam and the Rema are arguing about (i.e. whether the mitzvah of
Chanuka candles is an obligation on the individual or on the house), we can now try to understand why
they hold the way they do.
Seemingly, the Rema is easier to understand: most mitzvohs are incumbent on the individual, and,
therefore, Chanuka candles should be no different.
The Rambam, however, requires elaboration: why would Chazal, the sages of the Talmud, who
established the mitzvah of Chanuka candles, set it up as a “?”חובת הבית
1) Publicizing the Miracle
The Pnei Yehoshua (Rabbi Yaakov Yehoshua Falk, Poland and Germany 1680-1756) suggests the
following:
Source 6. Pnei Yehoshua on Shabbat 21b
The reason is that this mitzvah is different because the essential
way to fulfill it is to light it adjacent to public thoroughfares in
order to publicize the miracle [of Chanukah]. Therefore, they
applied the obligation of this mitzvah as though it applies to the
house itself. However, this topic still demands more thought and
investigation.

 ְּדׁשַ אנִ י הָּ כָּא ׁשֶ אֵ ין הָּ כָּא עִ קַ ר,אֶ לָּא
הַ ִמצְּ וָּה אֶ לָּא בְּ סָּ מּוְך לִ ְּרׁשּות הָּ ַרבִ ים
 ִמׁשּום.ׁשֶ הּוא ִמּׁשּום ּפִ ְּרסּומֵ י נִ יסָּ א
כְַך הִ טִ ילּו חֹובַ ת ִמצְּ וָּה זֹו כְּ ִאילּו
: ַועֲדַ יִ ן צָּ ִריְך עִ ּיּון.הִ יא חֹובַ ת הַ בַ יִ ת

The mitzvah of Chanuka candles can be compared, perhaps, to the idea of hanging out a flag on every
house on a national holiday, as a sign of patriotism. It is appropriate that the “national custom”
(assuming there is one) applies to houses, not to individuals.
2) Emphasizing the Jewish-home
Another explanation for why the lighting applies to the household relates to the Greek assault against the
Jewish nation, which included decrees against Jewish observance and the very means of Jewish
continuity – family life.
Source 7. Midrash Maaseh Chanukah (Eisenstein’s Otzar Hamidrashim pp. 189-190)
. . . They (the Greeks) took action and decreed, “Any
עֹושה לֹו
ֹ ֶ ֶ כָּל בֶ ן יִ ְּש ָּראֵ ל ׁש: ע ְָּּמדּו וְּ ָּגזְּרּו. . .
Israelite that makes a bolt or closing to his door will be
 וְּ כָּל כְַך,בְּ ִריחַ אֹו מַ סְּ גֵּר לְּ פִ ְּתחֹו יִ דָּ קֵ ר בַ חֶ ֶרב
stabbed by the sword!” Why go this far? In order that
לָּמָּ ה כְּ דֵ י ׁשֶ ל ֹא יִהְּ יֶה לְּ יִ ְּש ָּראֵ ל כָּבֹוד וְּ ל ֹא
Israel should have neither dignity nor privacy. For any
 ׁשֶ כָּל בַ יִ ת ׁשֶ אֵ ין לֹו דֶ לֶת אֵ ין,)ְּרׁשּות (צְּ נִ יעּות
house that has no door has no dignity or privacy, and
לֹו כָּבֹוד וְּ ל ֹא צְּ נִ יעּות וְּ כָּל הָּ רֹוצֶה לִ ָּכנֵס נִ כְּ נָּס
anyone who wants to enter can, whether by day or by
 ֵכיוָּן ׁשֶ ָּראּו יִ ְּש ָּראֵ ל כְַך.בֵ ין בַ ּיֹום ּובֵ ין בַ לַיְּ לָּה
night. When the Jews learned of the decree, they
responded by removing all the doors of their houses and
ע ְָּּמדּו ּובִ טְּ לּו כָּל דַ לְּ תֹות בָּ תֵ יהֶם וְּ ל ֹא הָּ יּו
they were not able to eat or drink or have intimate
יְּ כֹולִ ין ל ֹא ֶלאֱכֹול וְּ ל ֹא לִ ְּׁשתֹות וְּ ל ֹא לְּ ׁשַ מֵ ׁש
relations, because of the thieves and bandits and the
 בִ ְּׁשבִ יל ַגּּנָּבִ ין וְּ לִ סְּ טִ ין ּופ ִָּריצֵ י,ִמטֹותֵ יהֶם
immodest Greeks.

,יְּ וָּנִ ים
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The Greeks also decreed: “Anyone whose wife goes to
the mikveh will be executed by the sword!”
When the Greeks saw that the Jews were not affected by
their decrees, they came up with a new bitter and
disgraceful decree, namely, that a new bride should not
enter the chuppah (marriage canopy) on the first night of
her wedding before first being secluded with the local
Greek governor. After news of this decree spread, single
girls were disheartened and refrained from getting
betrothed, and the daughters of Israel would mature, and
become old while still virgins.

 "כָּל ִמי ׁשֶ ִא ְּׁשתֹו הֹו ֶלכֶת לִ טְּ בִ ילָּה:ע ְָּּמדּו וְּ ָּגזְּרּו
".יִ דָּ קֵ ר בַ חֶ ֶרב
יׁשין
ִ ִכֵיוָּן ׁשֶ ָּראּו יְּ וָּנִ ים ׁשֶ אֵ ין יִ ְּש ָּראֵ ל מַ ְּרג
 ע ְָּּמדּו וְּ ָּגזְּרּו ֲעלֵיהֶם גְּּ ז ֵָּרה מָּ ָּרה,בִ גְּ זֵרֹותֵ יהֶם
 ׁשֶ ל ֹא ִת ָּכנֵס ַכלָּה בְּ לַיְּ לָּה הָּ ִראׁשֹון,ֲכּורה
ָּ ַוע
.מֵ ֻחּפָּתָּ ּה אֶ לָּא אֵ צֶ ל הַהֶ גְּ מֹון ׁשֶ בַ מָּ קֹום הַ הּוא
כֵיוָּן ׁשֶ ּׁשָּ ְּמעּו יִ ְּש ָּראֵ ל כְַך ָּרפּו יְּ דֵ יהֶם וְּ תָּ ׁשַ ׁש
 וְּ הָּ יּו בְּ נֹות יִ ְּש ָּראֵ ל,כֹ חָּם וְּ נִ ְּמנְּעּו ִמלְּ אָּ ֵרס
.בֹוגְּ רֹות ּומַ זְּקִ ינֹות כְּ ׁשֶ הֵן בְּ תּולֹות

The campaign of the Greeks against the Jews was to uproot the Jewish people’s most precious
institution: family life – the home.
Therefore, the mitzvah of Chanuka candles, which was established in response to this for all subsequent
generations, was constructed in direct correlation: it’s all about the home.
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5 – NOTHING LESS THAN THE BEST
We’ll close this learning session by re-visiting one of the glaring questions on the aforementioned
Gemara: What’s with the “ ?!?”מהדרין מן המהדריןWhy is this unique to the holiday of Chanuka??
The Beis HaLevi explains:
Source 8. Beis Halevi on Chumash Bereishis
The reason we find more and more hiddur (enhancement)
in this mitzvah is the following. It seems that the goal of
the initial miracle was exclusively in order to perform a
hiddur mitzvah, and not to fulfill the essential level of the
mitzvah (of lighting the Menorah in the Beit Hamikdash).
They found a flask of oil that had enough to light for one
night, but they could have made smaller wicks, one
eighth the size of the normal ones. This would have
enabled them to fulfill the basic level of the mitzvah for
eight days. We rule that the wicks have no minimum
width. Therefore, the entire miracle enabled them to
fulfill a hiddur mitzvah, to light candles as beautiful as
the previous ones. Therefore the Sages instituted levels of
beautification into this mitzvah more than in others.

,הִ ּנֵה הָּ א ְּדמָּ צִ ינּו בְּ ִמצְּ וָּה זֹו הִ דּור וְּ יֹותֵ ר הִ דּור
הַ ּנִ ְּראֶ ה ִמּׁשּום ְּדעִ יקָּ ר הַ ּנֵס תַ כְּ לִ יתֹו הָּ יָּה ַרק
ִמּׁשּום הִ דּור ִמצְּ וָּה לְּ חּודָּ א וְּ ל ֹא ִמּׁשּום עִ יקָּ ר
.הַ ִמצְּ וָּה
,ְּדהַ ֵרי הָּ יָּה בְּ פְַך ׁשֶ מֶ ן לְּהַ ְּדלִ יק בֹו לַיְּ לָּה אֶ חָּ ת
ַוה ֲֵרי הָּ יּו יְּ כֹולִ ים ַלעֲשֹות ּפְּ ִתילֹות דַ קֹות
בְּ יֹותֵ ר ׁשֶ ִתהְּ יֶה הַ ּפְּ ִתילָּה חֵ לֶק ְּׁש ִמינִ ית ִמן מַ ה
 וְּ הָּ יָּה.ׁשֶ הָּ יָּה ָּרגִ יל לִ הְּ יֹות בְּ כָּל יֹום ִמקֹודֶ ם
 וְּ הָּ יָּה ְּמקַ ּיֵים עִ יקָּ ר,מַ סְּ ּפִ יק לִ ְּׁשמֹונָּה י ִָּמים
. ְּדהַ ֵרי אֵ ין ִׁשיעּור לְּ עֹ בִ י הַ ּפְּ ִתילֹות.הַ ִמצְּ וָּה
וְּ כָּל הַ ּנֵס הָּ יָּה ַרק ִמּׁשּום הִ דּור ִמצְּ וָּה ׁשֶ ּיִהְּ יּו
 וְּ עַל כֵן ִתקְּ נּו.ַּנֵרֹות יָּפִ ים כְּ מֹו ׁשֶ הָּ יּו ִמקֹודֶ ם
.דּורים יֹותֵ ר ִמבְּ כָּל ִמצְּ וָּה
ִ ֲִחכ ִָּמים בְּ ִמצְּ וָּה זֹו ה

The whole Chanukah miracle with the oil was “ !!”מהדרין מן המהדריןThey could have settled for a meek,
little, faint flame. That would have been sufficient. We could have ‘gotten by’ with that.

But the Jewish people are not here to ‘get by’. We’re not here to be ‘sufficient’, to be
‘mediocre’, faint flames…we’re here to be great, bright, shining flames!
We are here to be “!”מהדרין מן המהדרין
Happy Chanukah ☺

